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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2014

Oct 9: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
Oct 18: CIG Meeting 10 am
Oct 22: General Meeting, LDS Church, 7:00pm
Nov 1: Beginners Breakfast, Star, 9:00am

DNA Group
Meeting Thursday, Oct 9, 2014

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

An in-depth look at the features of
Family Finder on the FTDNA website.
- Presented by Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, Oct. 18, 2014
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: File management, maintenance and security.

- Download tips, where to download, how to find it, 
software to use, storage methods, virus software, 
folders, where to store, copy, move, and how to 
name and rename folders and file association.  

Presented by Gene Pennington

Saturday Breakfast, Nov 1, 2014, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited

for breakfast on a Saturday each month at 
Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd. in Novato at

9:00am. Join us for food and discussion. 

Tax deductible donations to the Marin County 
Genealogical Society can be a way to honor a spe-
cial person. The family, or other designated party, 

will receive an acknowledgement of your gift.

MCGS General Meeting, Oct 22, 2013, at 7:00pm
“Genealogy Goals: How to Set Them, 

How to Keep Them”

Want to make 2014 your best genealogy year ever?
Whether you desire to improve your research skills, 

find new cousins, break through a brick wall, or 
finally write that family history, this session will show 
you effective ways to set realistic goals, and offer tips 

and tricks to help you achieve them.

This webinar is part of a 
“Get Your Genealogy Groove Back Boot Camp”

The presentation is by Lisa A. Alzo, M.F.A., 
who is a freelance writer for publications such as 

“Internet Genealogy Magazine”, and also writes the 
“Accidental Genealogist” blog.

Need a ride to meetings?
Contact any board member for ideas of which 

members live near you.

Upcoming Events

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, Oct 11, 2014, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.
“Everything Was Not Lost! Digging Deeply to Un-
earth Your Early San Francisco Ancestor” 
Presented by Nancy Simons Peterson
Nancy will discuss strategies for researching your pre 
1906 ancestors. Not everything was lost in the 1906 
Earthquake and Fire.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2, Oakland, CA 94612          
Register here

Events continued on page 2

 http://www.maringensoc.org
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/everything-was-not-lost-digging-deeply-to-unearth-your-early-san-francisco-ancestor-tickets-12377384089?aff=Website


Napa Valley Genealogical Society
Thursday, Oct 16, 2014, 1:30 pm.
“Marriage in America, A Genealogy Researcher’s 
View”
Presented by George McKinney.
1701 Menlo Avenue, Napa, California 94558
http://www.napavalleygenealogy.org/programs.
html

Concord Family History Center
Saturday, Oct 18, 2014, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.
“Digging for Your Roots” Seminar
Keynote Speaker Janet Brigham and 25 
Presentations on a range of Genealogy topics.
LDS Chapel, 3700 Concord Blvd, Concord.
Registration form / information

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, Oct 25, 2014, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
“Introduction to Military Records” 
Presented by Susan Goss Johnston
Discover the many record types available, where to 
find them, and study problems that can be solved only 
through these fascinating documents.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612          
Register here

SFBAJGS. offers a variety of events.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

Blog Spot

Randy Seaver reports that “Suggested Records Lists 
Are Back on Ancestry.com”.

Dick Eastman discusses “A Little-Known Govern-
ment Genealogy Service”

Check out this free Genealogy Search website
http://www.familytreenow.com/

Judy G. Russell (The Legal Genealogist) talks about
“Gedmatch: a DNA geek’s dream site”

A recent blog post by Kitty Cooper discusses
“Using GEDmatch to see where you match”

Roberta Estes presents “Comparisons with Ancient 
DNA Samples” 

Events continued from page 1 Officers for 2014 - 15

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Nancy Fabian

Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Recycle - Mary Lee Sammis

Research - Cathy Gowdy
Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 220 North San
Pedro Road, San Rafael
Phone: (415) 479-2793

Wed. & Fri. : 9:00AM to 1:00PM
Tuesday 1:00PM to 9:00PM
Thurs.: 5:00PM to 9:00PM

Closed: Sunday, Saturday, and Monday

Please remember to bring your
recyclable items to our general meetings!

Season 2 of “Finding Your Roots” continues on 
PBS. The October 7th episode featured Anderson 
Cooper, Ken Burns, and Anna Deavere Smith.
Watch clips and complete episodes at
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/finding-your-roots/

Cece Moore explains the DNA evidence behind the 
revelations in episode 2 of this series.
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/finding-your-roots/blog/
breaking-autosomal-dna/
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Meet the Member
A new series featuring each month a different 

member of our Society.
This month it is Sonja Jensen

I was born in the Napa Valley and lived in an historic 
18 bedroom, 11 bath mansion on a 550 acre ranch on 
the Silverado Trail, that had been in the family for 50 
years.  There was a lot of history that occurred on that 
land.  People, parties and music filled the weekends 
and holidays, and during the summer the several cot-
tages on the property were rented to families whose 
children became my playmates.  It was an idyllic 
childhood, interrupted by the death of my grandmoth-
er when I was four, and that of my father a year and a 
half later.  Subsequently, we moved to Marin County 
when I was eight.

I felt the loss of my father’s family, and had lots of 
questions about them growing up.  My Cuban mother 
was a young widow at 33, with three children, still 
struggling somewhat with mastery not only of the 
language but with the culture and the whole business 
of running the ranch as well.  When I asked questions 
about my father and his family, she cried – so the 
questions stopped, unanswered.  What child wants to 
see her mother unhappy? Those unanswered questions 
were the impetus of my quest to find out about my 
family, a drive which continues to this day.

Growing up in San Anselmo, I attended St. Rita 
School and Drake High, then UC Davis. But that 
environment in the turbulent sixties made an offer 
of marriage and life in Alaska a much more enticing 
prospect.  Four years later, divorced and with a child 
in tow, I moved back to Marin, and applied for a job 
at a print shop in Mill Valley.  A year later I married 

Dick Jensen, the manager who had interviewed me, 
and we worked together and purchased Ram Print.  
We had two more children, and they and we worked 
the family business – I was there a total of 39 years 
until we sold it in 2009.

Family history has been an adventure.  We’ve had 
the joy of reuniting a man to his family whom he had 
no knowledge of – his father had taken him from the 
home when he was just three, and raised him thinking 
he had no family.  He received a mailing I had done, 
which included a contact list of all other recipients 
among other things.  While perusing the list, a name 
jumped out at him, a memory; his father had said he 
had a brother by the name of Del – could this be the 
same man?  He called, and when he identified him-
self, there was an astounded silence on the other end.  
Uncle Del told him that he had a mother and 7 sib-
lings who had been looking for him for 50 years!  He 
spent that Mother’s Day with his long-lost family, and 
called me to report the results of the mailing which I 
had sent, hoping to find details of the Grange family.  
What a blessed unintended consequence!

When the Smiths instigated the opening of a Family 
History Center in 2005, Dick and I were leaving for 
a year and a half humanitarian mission to Albania.  
Upon our return, I got involved – and served as Direc-
tor for six years.  I joined MCGS and become board 
liaison, which made my experience all the richer.  I 
tried to take time off, but found myself returning, this 
time as Assistant Director.  What fun experiences I 
had seeing people’s excitement in finding their own 
family members.  It makes the search all worthwhile.

I look forward to the Spring of 2015, when we cel-
ebrate 10 years partnership of the FHC and MCGS.  
Please let me know your ideas for how we should 
celebrate! 

   



Marin Mystery Location
This historic building is located somewhere in 
Marin County. 
Can you identify where it is located, who it was 
built for, and why it was built?
The solution is upside down on the right. 
Photo courtesy Wikimedia.

Solution to the October 2014 Mystery Location  
Lyford’s Stone Tower, Paradise Drive, Tiburon.
This tower along with a stone archway was built 
about 1889 for Dr. Benjamin Lyford as the gateway to 
“Hygea”, the first subdivision on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. He gained the property, which was part of the 
original Mexican land grant, by marrying the former 
Hilarita Reed. “Hygea” was planned for a townsite 
and suburban homes. Streets were given Spanish 
names that survive today, including “Vistazo’ (view), 
‘Solano” (sunshine), “Diviso” (dividing), and “Mar 
East” (east sea).

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lyford%27s_Stone_Tower_2034_Paradise_Dr_Tiburon_CA_3-21-2010_12-29-49_PM.JPG

